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Electricity retailer setting an example

FireFly Energy
lines its roof with
51 solar panels

By Vm KirscH
MERCURY STAFF

GUELPH

FIEFJ:.' Energy sells conventional
pawer, it it supplements its own
affice nesds with an array of rooftop
solaT panels.

That's not a contradiction. The locsl
aleciricity retailer is promoting con-
servation in a8 power-hogzing
provines by setting an example for its
CLETTArS,

“We neaded a new roof. We thought
it was an ideal opportunity . . . to prac-
tise what we preach and put some re-
newable energy up.” operations sup-
port manager Richard Mash said yes-
terday from the company's office com-
plex on Speadvale Avenia.

“We're trying to be s {(consarva-
tion} advocate for cur members and
o st mers.

By becoming experts on energy al-
ternatives such as salar power, Fire-
Fly can provide sdyvice on the benefits
and challenges of such alernatives,
=5id Tina MecAnley, the company's
marksting and communications co-or-
dinator

Toronto-based Solera Sustainable
Energies Co. supplied and installed
the $46,000 system, an arrey of 51 pan-
als, earch about three feet by four feet,
that convert sunlizht to electricity

Comhbined, they're estimated to
provide FireFly 18 500 kilowatt hours
of power a vear, Mash zaid.

“The salar panels on the roof com-
pletely suppart our whole office ona
sunny day,” Mash said. At night and
an cleudy days. however, the office
complex draws conventional power
from the local power ntility, so it's not
a netexporter of energy

But during peak periods of maxi-
mum sun “we're geinally running the
meter backward. We're producing
more than we can use” That means
it’s transferring some power back to
the wtility

“It reioees our bills,” Mash said.
adding he can't yet estimate the sav-
ings because the system is only three
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Tina MeAubey and Richard Mash of FireFly Energy stand among the solar panels yesterday that have been installed on the roof
of their new office bullding on Speedvale Avenue in Guelph.

waeks ald.

In sddition to savings, the system
reduces carbon disxide generation
fram conventional power sources like
hvdroelectric, nuclear snd coal-fired
plants by about 11 tonnes & year, he
added.

To augment the new system's effi-
cieney, the offices have been retrofit-
ted with energy-efficient lighting,
heating and central air conditioning.

Mash conceded photovoltaie (solar
cell} systems aren't vet a8 efficient as
propenents wonlkd like

His iz state-of-the-art and converts
1% per cent of the sunlight it receives
inio electricity, up from a more com-
meom 15 per cent. But Mash said thets
already & significant leap forward in
just s short while

“Fifteen per cent was unhesrd of
twa years age, Mash emphas ized.

There's alzo a long payback perisd.

Mash estimates under current con-
dirions the array of zolar panels will
pay for itself in 15 to 20 years, so busl-

nesses can't expect a guick recovery of
oats.

Thea systems, however, can run up
to 440 yesrs with little or no mainte-
nanece, seosrding to the industry

In the past, hash said, solar power
has had two main obstecles: conven-
tional power consumption in Omearie
was subsidized by Gueen's Fark, and
=un-based sysiems weren't inexpen-
sive o install

Bt zolar costs Bre coming down as
zystems become more efficient and
conventional energy costs, while still
regilated, have been rising, he noted

In fact, MceAnley anticipated Cntar-
tans will pay more for conventional
anerEy as it increasingly reflects the
full co=t of production.

“The prices will probably o up
quite a bit over the next few years,”
MreAnley said.

Both expect that will make solar
mare popularn with FireFly st the forae-
fromt of this trend.

FireFly 18 a subsidiary of Guelph-

hased Ag Energy Co-operative. The
parent. which FireFly shares offices
with, was formed in 1988 to sell natur
al gas when that sertor was deregulat-
ad In the lata 16809

The Ontario government subse-
quently deregulated electricity retail-
ing in 200 and FireFly came into be-
ing slightly mare than & year ago to
sarve that market.

Tha wa-op has 250 members, typi-
celly large sgricultural farms, while
FireFly has 1.500 customers to data,
MeAnley said

They've been asking about the so-
lar array

“It's just generated 8 ige amount
aof interest from our cuostomers.”
Mash said, =atisfied with the new sys-
tem's performance.

“It's done everything we expected,'”
Mash =aid.

“We're extremely happy with it,”
Meauley added
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